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Special  Officer:  Mr.  W.  Woodall 
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SCHOOL  CLINICS 


Inspection  Clinic  (Health  Department,  Sankey  Street); 

Monday  to  Saturday  Examination  of  eases  referred  by  Teachers, 

9.0  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m.  Attendance  Officers,  School  Nurses,  etc. 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic  (Health  Department,  Sankey  Street): 


Monday  to  Saturday 
9.0  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 


Treatment  of  contagious  diseases  of  the 
skin,  eyes,  etc. 


Dental  Clinic: 


Monday  to  Saturday 
(by  appointment) 


Dental  treatment  (including  orthodontic 
treatment). 


Orthop/Edic  Clinic  (Warrington  General  Hospital): 


Tuesday  and  Thursday 
9.30  a.m.  to  1 1 .30  a.m. 


Treatment  of  postural  and  crippling  defects, 
etc. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  (Warrington  General  Hospital): 


Examinations — 

Thursday,  3  p.m. 

Operations — 

Thursday  and  Saturday  (by  appointment) 


Treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
and  other  defects  of  the  ear,  nose  and 
throat. 


Out-Patient  treatment — Daily  (by  appointment) 


Ophthalmic  Clinic  (Warrington  General  Hospital): 

Friday,  9.0  a.m.  Examination  and  treatment  of  errors  of 

(by  appointment)  refraction  and  squint. 


Orthoptic  Clinic  (Warrington  General  Hospital): 

Monday  to  Friday  Treatment  of  cases  of  squint. 

9.30  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Speech  Clinic  (Arpley  Street): 

Monday  to  Wednesday  Treatment  of  defects  of  speech. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 


X-ray  Clinic  (Warrington  Infirmary): 

By  appointment  Treatment  of  ringworm  of  scalp  by  X-rays. 
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TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WARRINGTON 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  School  Health  Service  for  the  year  1947. 

There  are  included  in  the  report  a  number  of  statistical  tables 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  together  with  an  account 
in  detail  of  the  work  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs  occupied 
in  the  endeavour  to  maintain  the  physical  well-being  of  the  school 
children  of  the  town  at  the  highest  possible  standard. 

i. 

After  a  careful  scrutiny  of  the  considerable  amount  of  infor¬ 
mation  accumulated  I  still  feel  justified  in  adhering  to  my  opinion 
that  so  far  as  any  such  deductions  can  be  made  the  standard  of 
health  among  our  school  children  has,  in  spite  of  all  the  hardships 
and  difficulties  of  the  war  and  post-war  years,  been  maintained  at  a 
high  level. 

A  summary  of  the  services  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
school  health  arrangements,  together  with  a  brief  summary  of  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  year,  is  given  in  the  introduction  to 
the  report  on  page  7,  and  the  subsequent  pages  outline  in  more 
detail  the  measures  taken  to  deal  with  the  examination  of  the 
children  and  the  treatment  of  tire  various  defects  found;  finally, 
the  standard  Ministry  of  Education  statistical  returns  arc  reproduced 
on  pages  31  to  35. 

I  am  glad  to  record  the  introduction  during  the  year  of  certain 
valuable  extensions  to  the  service. 

As  a  result  of  an  agreement  with  the  Chester  Local  Education 
•  Authority  to  make  a  joint  appointment  a  Speech  Therapist  was 
obtained  and  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  September,  1947,  so  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  Speech  Therapy  Clinic  was  firmly  estab¬ 
lished. 

Another  welcome  addition  to  the  services  developed  in  October 
with  the  institution  of  weekly  out-patient  clinics  at  the  Warrington 
General  Hospital  for  the  examination  and  treatment  of  defects 
of  the  car,  nose  and  throat  (as  distinct  from  tonsils  and  adenoid 
operations)  and  of  defects  of  hearing. 
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Unfortunately  our  efforts  to  establish  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
were  frustrated  once  again  by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  suitable 
premises,  and  for  the  same  reason  it  was  necessary  to  continue  to 
hold  the  minor  ailments  and  school  dental  clinics  in  their  existing 
accommodation,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  most  inadequate  and 
unsatisfactory. 

Consideration  is  given  constantly  to  the  question  of  improving 
and  developing  the  minor  ailments  and  school  dental  clinics  and 
other  branches  of  the  service,  and  improvements  will  be  introduced 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

A  campaign  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  parents  the  importance  of 

protecting  their  children  against  diphtheria  was  commenced  in 

October,  more  than  12,000  circulars  being  distributed  in  the  schools, 

and  the  response  was  eminently  satisfactory.  Immunisation  sessions 

were  held  in  the  schools  in  November  and  December,  but  the 
♦ 

numbers  to  be  immunised  or  re-immunised  are  so  large  that  several 
months  will  be  required  to  complete  the  project. 

I  have  pleasure  once  more  in  acknowledging  my  gratitude  to 
the  Chairman,  Mr.  Alderman  Edward  Marshall,  and  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  School  Medical  Service  Committee  for  their  whole¬ 
hearted  support  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year;  to  the  Chief 
Education  Officer,  the  members  of  his  staff  and  the  teachers  for 
their  ready  and  valuable  assistance;  and  also  to  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  the  School  Dental 
Officers,  the  School  Nurses  and  the  visiting  consultants. 

1  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STUART  F.  ALLISON 
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THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

INTRODUCTION 


The  administrative  and  clinical  aspects  of  the  School  Health 
Service  arc  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the 
Warrington  General  Hospital,  supplemented  by  reference  of  selected 
cases  to  other  hospitals  for  special  treatment  and  advice. 

The  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  located  at  the  Health  Department 
and  children  are  referred  to  the  Clinic  by  school  teachers,  school 
nurses,  and  the  medical  officers.  On  their  first  attendance  children 
are  seen  by  a  medical  officer  and  the  treatment  ordered  is  carried 
out  by  the  school  nurse  in  the  clinic.  Subsequent  visits  are  arranged 
as  required,  usually  daily,  and  further  examinations  by  the  medical 
officer  are  carried  out  as  often  as  necessary. 


The  following  specialist  clinics  are  held  at  the  Warrington 
General  Hospital: — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  (with  artificial  sunlight  department); 
Ophthalmic  and  Orthoptic  Clinics; 

Ear,  Nose' and  Throat  Clinic. 


For  specialist  medical  and  surgical  advice  children  are  referred 
to  the  appropriate  consultant  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital. 

For  advice  and  treatment  of  skin  diseases  children  are  referred 
to  the  honorary  dermatologist  at  the  Warrington  Infirmary,  at 
which  hospital  X-ray  treatment  of  ringworm  is  also  available. 


Children  who  require  special  assessment  of  degree  of  deafness 
are  referred  to  Dr.  Ewing  at  the  Department  of  Education  of  the 
Deaf,  Manchester  University,  while  for  Child  Guidance  reports 
children  are  seen  by  Dr.  Muriel  Barton  Hall,  Liverpool,  Dr.  Mary 
Burbury,  Manchester,  or  Dr.  N.  Brown  at  the  Warrington  Infirmary, 
pending  the  inauguration  of  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic  in  Warrington. 


A  Speech  Therapy  Clinic  was  established  in  September  and  is 
progressing  satisfactorily;  this  clinic  is  supplying  a  useful  service, 
there  being  many  school  children  in  need  of  speech  therapy. 


Routine  medical  inspections  arc  carried  out  three  times  during 
a  child’s  school  life  (as  an  entrant,  during  the  last  year  in  the  primary 
school,  and  in  the  final  year  at  school)  by  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer.  Cases  requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  are 
seen  at  each  visit  paid  to  the  school,  and  selected  cases  are  referred 
to  the  clinic  for  special  examination  wherever  necessary. 


Each  school  is  visited  by  a  school  nurse  about  once  a  week  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  advice  on  the  health  of  the  children,  and  at 
these  visits  the  nurses  treat  minor  ailments  of  a  mild  degree.  Cases 
of  uncleanliness  are  followed  up  in  school  and  cases  of  malnutrition, 
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etc.,  are  kept  under  careful  observation.  At  least  three  times  a  year 
ail  children  arc  “surprise”  inspected  for  cleanliness,  and  action  as 
laid  down  in  Section  54  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  is  taken  in 
verminous  cases.  A  hair  lotion  in  the  form  of  a  D.D.T.  preparation 
is  supplied  free  of  charge  at  the  clinic,  together  with  full  instructions 
for  cleansing.  During  the  year  under  review  no  action  for  com¬ 
pulsory  cleansing  or  prosecution  was  necessary. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  year 
1947: — 


Routine  Medical  Inspections  in  schools  ....  ....  3401 

Special  Inspections,  Re-inspections  in  schools  and  at  the  Clinic .  1798 

Dental  Inspections,  Routine  and  Special  . . . 1 1948 

Dental  Treatment — Number  treated  .  ....  3893 

Attendances  at  Clinic  ....  ....  4975 

Uncleanliness  Inspections  by  nurses  in  schools  .  36916 

Inspections  by  nurses  in  schools  for  conditions  other  than  uncleanliness  ....  14390 

Visits  to  children’s  homes  by  nurses  . .  440 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital 

under  School  Health  Service  arrangements .  288 

Cleansing  Notices  served  on  parents  .  — 

Children  treated  for  scabies  ....  .  ....  .  193 

Children  immunised  or  re-immunised  .  .  609 


1.  Staff 

The  staff  is  as  detailed  on  page  2.  Dr.  C.  A.  Paulusz  retired 
on  the  28th  February,  1947,  after  28  years  as  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer.  His  successor,  Dr.  Marjorie  Wright,  commenced 
duty  on  the  1st  May,  1947. 

On  the  1st  April,  1947,  the  staff  was  increased  by  the  creation  of 
a  new  post.  Dr.  E.  H.  Moore  being  appointed  as  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer. 

A  further  increase  to  the  staff  came  on  the  1st  September,  1947, 
with  the  appointment  of  Miss  1.  Hastings  as  Speech  Therapist. 
This  is  a  joint  appointment  with  the  Chester  Authority,  Miss 
Hastings  working  three  days  per  week  in  Warrington,  and  two  days 
per  week  in  Chester. 

Mrs.  M.  Fleming  resigned  from  her  position  as  Orthoptist  on 
the  3rd  October,  1947,  on  leaving  the  district,  and  it  was  not  possible 
to  fill  the  vacancy  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  Co-ordination  with  other  Health  Services 

The  closest  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  School 
Health  Services  and  the  Health  Department,  a  procedure  simplified 
by  the  fact  that  the  staff  engaged  in  the  School  Health  Service  also 
have  duties  in  the  Health  Department,  especially  Child  Welfare. 

The  School  Health  Services  are  closely  integrated  with  the  work 
of  the  Warrington  General  Hospital  by  reason  of  the  holding  of 
several  specialist  clinics  in  the  hospital  with  the  aid  of  hospital 
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staff.  The  daily  admission  and  discharge  lists  supplied  to  the  School 
Nurses  provide  information  enabling  a  quick  follow-up  of  cases 
to  be  made. 

Infant  Welfare  records  are  passed  to  the  School  Health  Service 
when  the  child  reaches  five  years  of  age,  and  any  important  entries 
are  transferred  to  the  school  medical  record  card,  thus  ensuring 
that  children  with  defects  are  kept  under  continuous  observation. 


3.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

The  Periodic  Medical  Inspections  are  conducted  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  at  the  various  schools  in  the  Borough  and  are 
carried  out  on  the  school  premises,  every  effort  being  made  to  disturb 
the  school  arrangements  as  little  as  possible.  The  Ministry  of  Educa¬ 
tion  schedule  of  inspections  is  followed. 


Age  Groups  Inspected 

The  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulations, 
1945,  provide  that  pupils  shall  undergo  a  thorough  medical  examina¬ 
tion  at  the  following  times  in  their  school  life — 

(a)  as  soon  as  possible  after  admission  to  a  maintained 
school. 

(b)  during  the  last  year  of  attendance  at  a  maintained 
primary  school; 

(c)  during  the  last  year  of  attendance  at  a  maintained 
secondary  school. 

The  examinations  of  children  in  the  entrant  and  leaver  groups 
which  were  not  completed  in  1946  .were  carried  out  in  1947  together 
with  all  the  examinations  of  the  entrant  and  second  age  groups 
falling  due.  Owing  to  the  raising  of  the  school-leaving  age  there 
.  was  not  a  full  leaver  group  due  for  examination;  however,  a  number 
of  examinations  in  this  group  were  carried  out  at  the  High  School 
for  Girls  and  the  Botelcr  Grammar  School. 


Comparative  figures  of  the  total  number  of  periodic  inspections 
for  the.  last  three  years  are  given  below: — 


1 947 
1946 
1945 


3401 

3127 

3562 


The  new  Medical  Record  Card  (Form  10M)  prescribed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Education  has  been  taken  into  use  for  recording  the 
medical  inspections  of  the  entrants.  No  difficulties  have  been 
experienced  in  its  use. 


Special  Examinations  and  Re-examinations 

The  teachers  are  encouraged  to  bring  before  the  Medical  Officer 
at  the  time  of  the  Periodic  Inspection  any  child  not  progressing 
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satisfactorily  or  showing  signs  of  illness'  Such  a  child  is  then 
examined  or  referred  to  the  Clinic  for  examination,  treatment  and 
advice. 

At  Periodic  Inspections  children  referred  for  observation  at  a 
previous  inspection  arc  seen  and  defects  found  are  followed  up. 
Six  hundred  and  twenty-one  re-inspections  were  .carried  out  during 
the  year  (compared  with  622  in  1946). 


4.  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection 

Out  of  3401  pupils  examined  at  the  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 
in  1947,  409  (12%)  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  one  or  more 
defects.  In  addition,  a  number  had  defects  which  required  to  be 
kept  under  observation  although  no  actual  treatment  was  necessary 
at  the  time.  Tabic  1IA  in  the  Appendix  (page  32)  gives  a  return 
of  the  various  defects  found,  whilst  the  number  of  pupils  affected 
is  as  follows: — 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness 

AND  DENTAL  DISEASES) 


Number 

of  Pupils 
Found  to 

Percentage  of 
pupils  found 

Group 

Inspected 

require 

treatment 

to  require 
treatment 

Entrants  . 

1766  ' 

201 

11.3%, 

Second  Age  Group  ....  |... 

1103 

156 

14.1% 

Third  Age  Group  . . 

165 

1 1 

6.6% 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

3034 

368 

12.1% 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

367 

41 

11.2% 

Grand  Total  . 

3401 

409 

12.0% 

The  following  observations  arise  from  the  Periodic  Medical 
Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year: — 

i 

(a)  General  Condition 

The  general  condition  of  every  pupil  is  assessed  at  the  Periodic 
Medical  Inspection  and  classified  as  follows: — 

A.  Good. 

B.  Fair. 

C.  Poor. 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  number  of  pupils  who 
were  placed  in  each  group: — 


tJogc  1  on 


' 


■ 


■ 

* 
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Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 
during  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups 


Number 

A 

B 

C 

Age  Groups 

Examined 

(Good) 

(Fair) 

(Poor) 

Entrants  — 

Bovs,  age  3  . 

7 

1 

6 

— 

4 

1 >  19  T  ....  .... 

167 

59 

107 

1 

„  '  „  5  . 

479 

143  . 

321 

15 

9  9  %  ^  •  •  •  *  •••• 

187 

38 

144 

5 

M  M  7  . 

46 

18 

26 

2 

„  „  8  . 

5 

1 

4 

— 

9 

l 

1 

— 

— 

Girls,  age  3  . 

7 

— 

7 

— 

4  * 

n  m  T  • •  •••• 

144 

34 

105 

5 

19  5  .... 

492 

170 

313 

9 

, ,  , ,  6  ....  .... 

183 

38  . 

143 

2 

„  „  7  . 

45 

10 

32 

3 

,,  8  .... 

1 

— 

— 

! 

„  9  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

„  „  io . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Total . 

1766 

514 

1209  ^ 

43 

Percentage  . 

.... 

29.11 

68.46 

2.43 

Second  Age  Group — 

Boys,  age  10  .... 

563 

30 

519 

14 

Girls,  age  10 . 

540 

34 

490 

16 

Total . 

1103 

64 

1009 

30 

Percentage  . 

.... 

5.80 

91.48 

2.72 

Third  Age  Group — * 

• 

Boys,  age  13  .... 

75 

4 

71 

— 

Girls,  age  33 . 

90 

»t  .  •  ...  . . . 

10 

80 

— 

Total . 

165 

14 

151 

— 

Percentage  . 

.... 

8.48 

91.52 

— 

Partially-Sighted  Class  .... 

7 

— 

5  l 

.  2 

Percentage '  . 

“  •  * 

- 

71.43 

28.57 

Nursery  Classes — - 

Boys,  age  3  .... 

70 

3 

67 

— 

4 

9 1  19  r  .... 

117 

13 

104 

— 

M  >,  ^  ....  .... 

o 

«  .  .  •  iw 

— 

2 

— 

Girls,  age  2  . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

•*2 

n  o  *  •  •  •  *o* 

83 

8 

75 

— 

,,  ,,  4  .... 

82 

6 

76 

— 

•  5 

99  99  •’  •• 

....  5 

— 

5 

— 

Total . . . . 

...:  360 

30 

330 

— 

Percentage  . 

.... 

8.33 

91.67 

- 

Grand  Total 

3401 

622 

2704 

75 

Percentage  . 

18.29 

79.51 

2.20 

Children  placed  in  Category  “C”  are  kept  under  observation 
and  are  encouraged  to  avail  themselves  of  the  School  Meals  Service. 


i 
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Height  and  Weight 

The  height  and  weight  of  every  pupil  is  recorded  at  the  Periodic 
Medical  Inspections.  A  summary  of  the  average  heights  and  weights 
in  the  various  age  groups  is  given  below  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
standard  of  recent  years  has  been  maintained. 

Height  Weight 


Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

ft.  in. 

ft.  in. 

st.  lb.  oz. 

st. 

lb.  oz. 

Entrants— 

Age  4 . 

3  4.6 

3  3.9 

2  11  0.5 

2 

9  5.5 

Age  5 . 

3  6.3 

3  6 

2  13  9.4 

2 

12  1.6 

Age  6 . 

3  8.1  , 

3  8.1 

3  3  9.9 

3 

2  2 

Age  7  . . 

3  10.7 

3  10.1 

3  8  10.4 

3 

6  10 

Second  Age  Group — 

Age  10 

4  6.2 

4  6.5 

5  0  0 

5 

0  8.3 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  (Nursery 
Age  3., .  3  1.8 

Classes) — 

3  1.3 

2  5  11.4 

2 

4  8.4 

Age  4 . 

3  3.6 

3  3.4 

2  9  9.8 

n 

8  0.3 

Note:  The  average  age  in  each  group  is  approximately  four  months  higher  than 
the  age  shown. 


(b)  Uncleanliness 

It  is  rare  to  find  a  verminous  head  at  a  Periodic  Medical  Inspec¬ 
tion  as  the  work  of  the  School  Nurses  ensures  that  all  such  cases 
are  detected  and  cleaned  at  an  early  stage.  The  degree  of  infestation 
is  better  assessed  by  the  nurses’  records  which  are  set  out  later  in 
this  report. 


((')  Minor  Ailments  and  Diseases  of  the  Skin 

in  general  the  incidence  of  minor  ailments  found  at  periodic 
inspection  is  diminishing  owing  to  the  majority  of  cases  being 
detected  by  the  School  Nurses  on  their  routine  visits  and  treated, 
or  referred  for  treatment,  at  the  onset. 

As  a  result,  such  conditions  as  impetigo,  blepharitis,  scabies 
and  verruca  arc  almost  always  at  an  early  stage  when  found. 

The  incidence  of  impetigo  discovered  at  periodic  inspection 
during  1947  was  .26%,  and  of  scabies  .47%. 

(<7)  Visual  Defects 

Vision  is  tested  at  the  inspection  of  the  two  senior  age  groups 
only.  During  1947  normal  vision  was  found  in  74.2%  of  the  pupils 
examined. 

A  detailed  analysis  of  the  visual  testing  follows: — 
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Number  Wearing  Treatment 


Age  Group 

examined  6  6  6/9  6 

12  . 

glasses 

required 

*NGI 

Second  Age  Group — 

Bovs  . 

.  557  407  59 

— 

42 

47 

7 

A* 

Girls 

.  538  ’407  50 

4 

34 

39 

4 

Third  Age  Group — 

Boys  . 

75  59  3 

— 

9 

4 

'  — 

Girls  . 

90  62  7 

2 

15 

4 

- 

Total  . 

.  1260  935  119 

6 

100 

94 

6 

Percentage 

74.2  9.4 

.5 

7.9 

7.5 

.5 

'  *No  glasses  improve. 

Cases  of  squint  are  usually  detected  in  their  early  stages,  the 
incidence  at  periodic  inspection  being  2.2%. 

(c)  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

Enlargement  of  the  tonsils  and  adenoids  forms  one  of  the 
commonest  defects  found  at  periodic  inspection. 

During  1947  4.4%  of  the  children  examined  showed  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  a  degree  sufficient  to  call  for  immediate  treatment,  whilst 
3.2%  with  a  lesser  degree  of  enlargement  were  listed  for  observation. 

(/)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing 

The  commonest  defect  found  in  this  group  was  aural  discharge, 
present  in  .35%  of  those  examined.  Less  commonly,  such  conditions 
as  wax  in  the  ear  (8  cases)  and  slight  deafness  due  to  nose  or  throat 
abnormalities  (7  cases)  were  found. 

(g)  Dental  Defects 

Theoretically  the  medical  officer  would  refer  to  the  dental 
officer  cases  noted  as  requiring  dental  treatment.  This,  however, 
has  not  been  found  necessary  during  the  past  year  as  the  regular 
dental  inspection  of  the  school  children  has  ensured  prompt  treat¬ 
ment  and  arrest  of  the  decay. 

(//)  Orthopedic  and  Postural  Defects 

These  form  a  large  group  of  the  defects  noted  at  periodic  inspec¬ 
tions,  including  abnormalities  of  posture,  knock-knees,  flat  feet,  and 
the  sequels  of  paralysis  or  injury. 

1.2%  of  the  children  examined  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
one  or  more  orthopaedic  defects. 

Such  cases  are  usually  mild,  having  been  checked  in  their  early 
stages  by  infant  welfare  or  school  supervision, 

(/)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism 

Cases  of  heart  disease  arc  occasionally  found  at  periodic  medical 
inspection,  21  being  found,  during  1947,  6  arising  from  birth  and 
15  from  disease  during  childhood.  A  number  of  these,  however, 
had  been  noted  at  previous  inspections  and  were  already  under 
observation.  In  other  children  a  history  of  recent  rheumatic  infec¬ 
tion  is  obtained  although  the  heart  is  still  unaffected;  Roth  groups 
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arc  kept  under  observation  throughout  their  school  life,  the  school 
being  advised  after  the  examination  as  to  the  fitness  or  otherwise 
of  the  child  for  games,  drills,  and  general  school  routine. 

(j)  Tuberculosis 

Cases  of  suspected  tuberculosis  arc  rarely  found  at  the  periodic 
inspections.  Two  only  were  found  during  1947,  neither  being  con¬ 
firmed.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  following-up  by  the  tuberculosis 
dispensary  of  tuberculous  contacts  and  their  investigation  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  suspects  at  an  early  stage. 


(, k )  Other  Defects  and  Diseases 


A  brief  summary  of  other 

defects  encountered  during  1947 

follows: — 

Requiring 

To  be  kept  under 

treatment 

observation 

General  Debility . 

1 

_ 

Verruca  . 

1 

— 

Abrasions . 

■> 

....  J-r 

— 

Chicken  Pox  (excluded)  ... 

.  i 

— 

Mumps  (excluded) 

.  ’  1 

— 

Enuresis 

3 

T.B.  contact  . 

....  — 

*  i 

Malnutrition  . 

- 

2 

Muscular  pain  in  thorax 

....  — 

T 

Coeiiac  disease  •  . 

- 

1 

Totals  . 

6 

9 

(/)  Exclusions 

" 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  excluded  from  school  immediately 
on  detection.  Those  with  contagious  disease  are  excluded  should 
it  be  sufficiently  severe  to  constitute  a  danger  to  other  children. 
Milder  cases  are  treated  in  the  minor  ailment  clinic,  being  observed 
at  intervals  by  the  medical  officer. 

A  few  other  children  are  excluded  with  diseases  which,  though 
neither  infectious  nor  contagious,  render  them  unfit  to  attend 
school.  Yet  others  are  excluded  as  contacts  of  infectious  disease. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  excluded  during 
the  year: — 

Scabies  .  2 

Impetigo  . ; .  I 

Chicken  Pox  . .  I 

Mumps  .  i 

Total  ....  4 


(/?;)  Further  Examinations 

Children  in  whom  a  delect  is  found  at  periodic  inspection  arc 
sometimes  re-examined  at  the  inspection  clinic.  This  allows  more 
time  than  is  possible  at  school  to  be  spent  in  examining  them  and  in 
discussing  with  the  parent  the  measures  to  be  taken. 


Page  hourtccn 


- 


(n)  Other  Medical  Inspections 

in  addition  to  the  above,  contacts  of  infectious  disease  and 
children  discharged  from  hospital  after  specific  fevers  are  examined 
at  the  inspection  clinic  and  their  fitness  for  school  determined. 


5. 


“Following-up”  of  Children  Suffering  from  Defects 


The  procedure  adopted  to  ensure  that  defects  found  at  medical 
inspections  are  dealt  with  promptly  and  satisfactorily  has  been 
explained  in  former  reports. 

Only  as  a  last  resort  are  parents  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  School  Medical  Service  Committee  for  not  obtaining  satis¬ 
factory  treatment  for  their  children;  this  has  not  been  necessary 
during  the  year  under  review. 


6.  Work  of  the  School  Nurses 
(a)  In  the  Schools 

Examinations  and  dressings  are  carried  out  either  in  the  medical 
room  or  staff  room  in  the  newer  schools,  or,  where  there  is  no  such 
accommodation,  in  the  cloakroom  or  sometimes  in  a  screened-off 
portion  of  a  class-room. 

The  work  comprises  dressings  of  discharging  ears,  sore  eyes, 
impetigo,  supervision  of  minor  ailments  being  treated  at  home, 
orthopedic  cases,  and  children  whose  condition  has  been  found 
unsatisfactory  at  the  cleanliness  inspections.  Much  of  this  minor 
ailment  work  in  schools  is  diminishing,  the  nurses  and  teachers 
referring  an  increasing  number  of  cases  to  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic  and  the  Inspection  Clinic,  and  the  nurses'  visits  are  devoted 
more  to  general  advice  and  the  following-up  of  defects,  thus 
resulting  in  an  economy  of  nursing  staff. 

Classes  in  which  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  are 
examined  and  suspicious  cases  excluded. 

Children  referred  by  the  teachers  for  suspected  defects  or  neglect 
are  also  seen  by  the  nurses. 

Cleanliness  inspections  of  all  pupils  are  held  once  per  term  and 
unsatisfactory  cases  arc  re-examined  by  the  nurses  on  their  weekly 
visits.  Every  child  is  examined  for  pediculosis,  cleanliness  of  body 
and  clothing,  and  condition  of  footwear.  Where  necessary  domi¬ 
ciliary  visits  are  made  to  effect  a  remedy. 

In  cases  of  uncleanliness  the  course  of  action  laid  down  in  Section 
54  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  is  followed.  No  compulsory  cleansing 
by  the  Local  Authority  has  been  necessary  and  no  legal  action  has 
been  taken. 


(/;)  In  the  Homes  and  in  the  School  Clinic 

Two  nurses  arc  on  duty  in  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  in  the 
mornings  and  one  assists  at  each  medical  inspection  in  the  schools 
in  the  afternoons. 


Page  Fifteen 


Full  particulars  of  these  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  school  nurses 
are  given  on  pages  16  to  18  ;  a  brief  summary  appears  below. 


Visits  paid  to  schools  to  treat  minor  ailments  .  .  1  154 

Number  of  dressings  by  the  nurses  in  schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  14390 

Visits  to  homes  of  children  (in  many  cases  assisting  with  treatment)  ....  440 

Special  visits  re  infectious  disease  ....  ....  '  .  ..  ....  ....  ....  29 

Attendances  at  medical  inspections  in  schools  with  the  A.S.M.O .  *  162 

Visits  to  schools  for  cleanliness  inspections  . .  ....  147 

Special  visits  to  schools  re  infectious  disease  ....  .  17 

Attendances  at  immunising  sessions ....  .  ....  ....  14 


7.  Treatment  of  Defects  during  1947 

To  secure  treatment  for  all  children  requiring  it,  all  the  local 
resources  are  used.  Due  to  a  more  extensive  use  of  the  minor 
ailments  clinic  fewer  cases  arc  referred  for  treatment  in  their  own 
homes.  The  more  serious  cases  of  illness  are  referred  to  their  own 
private  medical  practitioner. 

A  list  of  the  days  and  hours  of  attendance  at  the  various  clinics 
is  given  on  page  3. 

Detailed  figures  of  the  cases  referred  for  the  various  forms  of 
treatment  are  given  in  the  following  pages. 


(a)  Minor  Ailments 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  seen  and  treated 
at  the  minor  ailments  clinic,  with  comparative  figures  for  the 
preceding  three  years: 


1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 


No.  of  children  attending 


Inspection 

Clinic 

1334 

630 

810 

991 


Treatment 

Clinic 

1022 

797 

494 

745 


No.  of  treatments 
in  school 
(dressings) 
14390 
2 1 998 
23283 
19637 


For  the  reasons  given  in  the  following  section  (Treatment  at 
the  School  Clinic)  the  numbers  given  above  in  respect  of  the  Inspec¬ 
tion  and  Treatment  Clinics  show  an  increase  on  previous  years. 
In  general,  however,  cases  are  seen  at  an  earlier  stage  and  are  thus 
cleared  more  rapidly.  This  rapid  response  is  assisted  in  the  case 
of  skin  and  eye  infections  by  the  introduction  from  time  to  time  of 
the  most  recent  forms  of  treatment. 


An  analysis  of  the  cases  seen  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  is  reproduced 
below.  The  majority  of  these  cases  are  referred  to  the  Clinic  by 
school  nurses,  teachers,  school  attendance  officers,  parents,  and 
others. 


Ringworm — Scalp 

n 

Body 

n 

Scabies . . 

193 

Impetigo  ...  . . 

176 

Other  skin  diseases 

61 

Eye  disease 

•  ....  75 

Ear  defects 

1  1  1 

Miscellaneous  ailments 

....  503 

Uncicunliness  .... 

....  211 

Total 

....  1334 
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A  number  of  the  children  seen  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  did  not 
require  treatment;  of  the  cases  in  which  treatment  was  advised  the 
large  majority  were  treated  in  the  school  clinic,  a  relatively  small 
number  being  referred  to  the  local  medical  practitioners  and  the 
W a r r ing t o n  I  n fi  r m ary. 


Treatment  at  the  School  Clinic 

More  minor  ailment  cases  are  being  referred  to  the  Clinic  than 
in  previous  years,  a  correspondingly  smaller  proportion  being 
treated  in  school.  This  has  the  advantage  that  on  the  hrst  visit 
each  child  is  seen  by  the  medical  officer  who  prescribes  the  treatment 
which  is  to  be  carried  out  in  the  school  clinic,  where,  of  course, 
better  facilities  for  treatment  exist  than  are  available  in  the  schools. 
In  addition,  while  under  treatment  patients  are  seen  again  by  the 
medical  officer  as  often  as  necessary  and  are  finally  examined  before 
being  discharged. 

Children  suffering  from  contagious  ailments  which  are  liable 
to  spread  to  other  children  are  excluded  from  attendance  at  school 
and  in  most  instances  are  treated  at  the  minor  ailments  clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  treated  at  the 
Clinic  during  1947: 


Ringworm — Scalp  . 

Number 

treated 

2 

Number  of 
attendances 

25 

Body . 

2 

7 

Scabies  . 

193 

257 

Impetigo  .  . . 

176 

781 

Other  skin  diseases 

42 

131 

Lye  disease  ...x  . - 

Ear  defects  ....  . 

53 

157 

87 

509 

Miscellaneous  ailments  . 

467 

922 

Totals  . 

1 022 

2789 

miscellaneous  cases  consist  of  various 

ailments,  e.g., 

minor  injuries 

bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

» 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
ringworm  of  the  scalp  found  during  the  year  has  again,  been  very 
low.  Since  the  provision  of  X-ray  treatment  under  the  Local 
Authority's  arrangements  there  has  been  a  decrease  both  in  the 
incidence  and  in  the  length  of  time  taken  to  cure  the  condition. 

Although  the  number  of  cases  of  scabies  treated  during  the  year 
shows  an  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  it  is  again 
much  lower  than  during  the  war  years.  All  cases  are  treated  at  a  centre 
set  up  at  Aikin  Street  Isolation  Hospital.  They  are  referred  by  the 
medical  officers  and  treated  at  the  centre  by  a  bath  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  benzyl  benzoate  emulsion,  after  which  they  are  able  to  return 
to  school.  They  return  to  the  Clinic  to  be  re-examined  by  the  medical 
officer  two  weeks  later.  The  system  of  treatment  is  effective  and 
results  in  little  loss  of  school  attendance. 
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Treatment  in  the  Schools 

As  explained  above,  a  rather  smaller  proportion  of  treatment 
has  been  carried  out  in  the  schools,  latterly  the  nurses  visiting 
the  schools  weekly,  mainly  to  follow  up  cases  and  give  any  advice 
required. 

During  the  year  the  nurses  paid  1,154  visits  to  schools  in  addition 
to  the  visits  paid  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  cleanliness  inspec¬ 
tions.  Four  hundred  and  fifty-two  children  were  excluded  from 
attendance  at  school  for  the  following  reasons: 


Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

Infectious  diseases 

19 

37 

56 

Contagious  diseases 

75 

102 

177 

Miscellaneous  conditions  ... 

36 

27 

63 

Uncleanliness  . 

27 

129 

156 

Totals  . 

157 

295 

452 

The  details  ,  with  regard  to  the  dressings  applied  by  the  nurses 
in  schools  are  'given  in  the  table  below. 


Ringworm — Scalp 

Boys 

l 

Girls 

Total 

1 

Body . 

— * 

1 

*  1 

Scabies  . ... 

20 

15 

35 

Impetigo  . . 

413 

385 

798 

Other  skin  diseases 

125 

43 

'  168 

Minor  eye  defects 

357 

258 

615 

Minor  ear  defects 

41 

28 

69 

Aural  discharge  ..  . 

465 

284 

749 

Miscellaneous  conditions.... 

6266 

5688 

1 1954 

Totals  . 

7688 

6702 

14390 

Comparative  figures  of  the  numbers  of  dressings  applied  in 
schools  for  the  last  four  years  are  given  below: 


1947  . 

.  1 4390 

1946  . 

.  21998 

1945  . 

.  23283 

1944  .... 

19637 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  school  nurses  in  connection  with 
cleanliness  inspections  in  schools  are  given  on  page  22. 


(/?)  Treatment  of  Visual  Dej  ects 


The  Consulting  Ophthalmologist,  Dr.  S.  B.  Smith,  holds  a 
clinic  for  the  examination  and  treatment  of  errors  of  refraction 
and  cases  of  squint  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital  weekly. 


Table  111,  Group  11  (page  34}  shows 
treatment  during  the  year.  Of  these,  498 
Ophthalmic  Clinic,  the  remaining  10  being 
treatment  under  private  arrangements. 


that  508  cases  received 
were  dealt  with  at  the 
known  to  have  received 


Page  EigJitccn 


< 


Orthoptic  Clinic 

The  Orthoptic  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital 
and  is  staffed  by  a  trained  Orthoptist  working  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  the  Ophthalmologist. 

Unfortunately,  the  work  of  the  clinic  was  again  interrupted 
owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  Orthoptist  in  October,  1947.  It 
was  not  possible  to  obtain  the  services  of  another  Orthoptist  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  the  meantime  arrangements  were  made 
for  cases  urgently  in  need  of  treatment  to  attend  at  the  Manchester 
Royal  Eye  Hospital. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  clinic  during  1947  was  as 
follows: 


School  children 

729 

Pre-school  children  . . 

Children  from  other  authorities: 

... 

90 

Lancashire  C.C . 

\ 

49 

Cheshire  C.C.  . 

. 

90 

Total  attendances  . 

958 

Squint  Operations 

Cases  m  need  of  operative  treatment  are  noted  by  the  Ophthal¬ 
mologist  and  are  referred  to  the  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital. 


Provision  of  Spectacles 

Steel-framed  spectacles  are  provided  free  of  charge  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  under  contract  arrangements  with  a  local 
firm  of  opticians,  but  parents  who  so  desire  are  allowed  to  choose 
alternative  frames,  the  difference  in  cost  being  borne  by  the  parents. 

The  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 
during  the  year  was  288.  Thfec  hundred  and  three  pairs  of  spectacles 
were  actually  provided,  the  difference  being  due  to  the  “carry-over” 
from  the  previous  year. 


Partially  Sighted  Class 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  six  children  on  the 
registers  of  the  Special  Class  for  Partially  Sighted  Pupils  at  the 
Evelyn  Street  County  School.  During  the  year  there  were  three  new. 
admissions  and  on  the  3 1st  December,  1947,  the  class  was  comprised 
of  nine  pupils.  In  addition,  at  the  request  of  the  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  County  Authorities,  arrangements  were  made  for  one  child 
from  the  Lancashire  area  and  one  from  the  Cheshire  area  to  attend 
the  class. 


The  classification  of  the  cases  according  to  the  type  of  visual 
defect  was  as  follows: 

Corneal  opacities  ....  .  ....  2 

Aphakia,  with  nystagmus  ....  3 

Retinitis  pigmentation  ....  .  2 

Nystagmus  .  1 

High  compound  hypermetropic  astigmatism  1 
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The  selection  of  cases  suitable  for  admission  to  the  class  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Consulting  Ophthalmologist  who  also  carries  out 
a  re-examination  of  each  child  at  intervals  of  six  months  at  the 
Ophthalmic  Clinic  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital.  The 
Ophthalmologist  also  carries  out  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the  class 
every  quarter. 

• 

The  children  are  submitted  to  inspection  by  the  School  Dental 
Officer  at  least  once  each  year  and  dental  treatment  is  arranged 
where  necessary.  The  class  is  also  visited  regularly  by  the  School 
Nurse  for  the  supervision  of  cleanliness  and  the  treatment  of 
minor  ailments,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  eye  condition  and 
the  wearing  of  spectacles. 

Facilities  are  available  for  midday  meals  to  be  served  on  the 
premises,  and 'arrangements  are  made  for  the  children  to  travel  to 
and  from  the  class  free  of  charge. 

* 

(c)  Treatment  of  Defects  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Mr.  W.  E.  Hunter,  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultant, 
conducts  an  inspection  clinic  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital 
weekly  on  Thursday  afternoons,  and  operative  sessions  are  held  on 
Thursday  evenings  with  additional  sessions  on  Saturday  mornings 
as  required. 

Details  of  the  cases  referred  for  treatment  during  1947  are  given 
below  (see  also  Table  II,  page  32). 

From  periodic  From,  “special” 


inspections 

examinations 

Chronic  tonsillitis 

135 

174 

Adenoids  only  . 

5 

26 

Chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids.  .. 

.  12 

1  IK 

Other  conditions . 

H 

3 

13 

4 

Totals  ....  . 

155 

331 

In  1946  there  w'ere  298  similar  cases,  and  437  in  1945.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  special  examinations  are  cases  referred  by  general 
practitioners  with  the  request  that  the  case  be  treated  under  the 
School  Health  Service  arrangements. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  treated  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Clinic  during  the  year  was  326,  of  whom  305  received 
operative  treatment  (see  Table  III,  Group  111,  on  page  34). 

Prevention  of  Deafness 

From  the  early  days  of  medical  inspection,  the  local  authority 
has  provided  treatment  for  minor  ailments,  including  cases  of 
aural  discharge,  but  many  of  these  require  specialist  advice  and 
treatment  if  early  cure  is  to  be  obtained  and  deafness  or  other 
disaster  eventually  avoided. 
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In  October,  1947,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  weekly  out¬ 
patient  clinic  to  be  held  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital  under 
Mr.  Hunter.  Operative  treatment  is  arranged  where  necessary  and 
for  other  forms  of  treatment  children  attend  daily  or  as  often  as 
required  at  the  out-patient  clinic. 

Where  an  assessment  of  the  degree  of  deafness  of  any  child  is 
required  the  case  is  referred  to  Dr.  A.  W.  G.  Ewing  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  of  the  Deaf,  Manchester  University. 

It  is  intended  that  facilities  for  hearing  tests  should  be  provided 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  and  for  this  purpose  efforts  have 
been  made  to  obtain  an  audiometer  suitable  for  group-testing. 
Unfortunately,  these  machines  are  in  short  supply  at  the  present 
time  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  supply  position  will  improve  in 
the  near  future. 

(d)  Treatment  of  Dental  Defects 

Details  of  dental  treatment  and  inspection  carried  out  during 
the  year  will  be  found  in  Table  IV  on  page  35. 

1  wish  to'  thank  Mr.  W.  C.  Parr,  Senior  Dental  Officer,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  School  Dental  Service  for  the  year  1947: 

“Statistics  for  the  past  year  show  little  change  from  the  previous  year. 

The  inspection  of  all  school  children  was  completed  within  the  year 
and  treatment  was  given  to  all  desiring  it.  it  is  lo  be  regretted  that  the 
reluctance  of  patients  and  parents  to  conservative  treatment  is  still  very 
great. 

During  the  year,  orthodontic  treatment  was  continued  and  28  cases 
were  successfully  treated,  others  being  under  treatment. 

It  is  hoped  that  difficulties  which  have  arisen  from  shortage  of  accom¬ 
modation  will  be  slightly  eased  in  the  ensuing  year." 


(c)  Orthopedic.  Treatment 

The  Orthopedic  Clinic  has  been  held,  as  in  previous  years,  at 
the  Warrington  General  Hospital  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Harman  Taylor,  of  Liverpool.  A  brief  summary  of  the  work 
accomplished  during  the  year  is  given  below. 


Number  of  new  cases  examined  ....  ....  ....  ....  140 

Number  of  cases  treated  ....  .  ....  211 

Number  of  cases  in  which  operations  have  been  performed  28 
Number  who  have  attended  for  remedial  treatment  ....  145 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  ....  .  1593 

Number  of  X-ray  examinations  ....  .  30 

Number  of  cases  in  which  appliances  have  been  ordered  ....  144* 

*  This  includes  repairs,  alterations,  etc.  (121  cases) 


One  hundred  and  twelve  cases  were  discharged  from  the  clinic 
during  the  year,  for  the  following  reasons: 


No  further  treatment  required 

Left  the  town  . 

Left  school — over  age . 

Parents  decline  further  treatment 


98 

2 

3 

9 


112 
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]  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Harman  Taylor  for  the  following  remarks 
on  the  work  of  the  clinic  during  the  year  1947: 


During  the  iast  year  there  has  been  an  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  in 
the  country,  and  this  town  has  not  escaped  a  visitation  of  this  disease. 
There  have  been  twelve  cases  in  all,  and  in  the  early  stages  a  certain  amount 
of  crippling  has  occurred.  Active  treatment  in  the  wards  of  the  hospitals, 
together  with  adequate  splinting  and  physiotherapy,  has  brought  about  a 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  damage  done  to  the  limbs  of  these  children. 
To-day,  half  of  the  cases  are  quite  fit  again,  with  no  evidence  of  any  residual 
disability.  The  remaining  six  are  still  on  treatment,  and  the  omens  to-day  are 
favourable  that  they  will  improve  during  the  continuation  of  treatment, 
so  that  in  about  another  year’s  time  there  will  be  very  slight  permanent 
disability  in  these  cases. 


In  my  opinion,  the  epidemic  has  not  had  the  same  disastrous  conse¬ 
quences  which  one  has  noticed  in  cases  referred  to  the  clinic  as  “sporadic" 
cases  during  the  previous  ten  years. 


There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  school  children  referred 
to  the  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  foot  disabilities,  which,  1  found,  were 
largely  due  to  the  ill-fitting  shoes  the  children  were  wearing.  The  shoes 
lacked  stability  in  the  leather  work,  and  thus  the  sides  of  the  shoe  were 
frequently  out  of  alignment  and  so  allowed  the  onset  of  such  troubles  as 
flat  feet  and  abducted  feet.  A  course  of  treatment,  however,  rectified  the 
troubles,  and  no  ill  effects  will  result. 


The  general  physical  bearing  of  the  children  is  good.  There  has  been  a 
great  improvement  during  the  past  year,  and  there  is  very  little  evidence 
to-day  of  any  of  those  diseases,  e.g.,  rickets,  associated  with  malnutrition. 
There  has  been  good  co-operation  with  the  parents  who  have  accompanied 
the  children  to  the  Clinic,  and  the  teachers  have  also  shown  their  interest 
in  the  work  by  seeing  that  the  children  attended  regularly  for  treatment. 

The  impression  that  !  am  left  with  after  comparing  the  records  of  this 
clinic  during  the  past  years  is  that  with  the  exception  of  these  minor  foot 
troubles,  the  general  physique  of  the  children  is  exceptionally  good. 


HARMAN  TAYLOR, 
Visiting  Orthopaedic  Consultant. 


(/)  Treatment  of  Uncleanliness 

Cleanliness  inspections  of  all  children  are  carried  out  by  the 
School  Nurses  in  the  schools  at  the  beginning  of  each  term.  At 
these  inspections  the  children  are  examined  for  general  cleanliness, 
/>.,  head,  body  and  clothing,  and  also  for  condition  of  clothing 
and  footwear,  and  children  whose  condition  is  unsatisfactory  at 
the  initial  inspection  are  re-examined  on  the  nurses’  subsequent 
visits.  For  this  purpose  the  nurses  visit  the  schools  at  intervals  of 
roughly  one  week. 

Where  a  child  who  has  been  noted  as  unsatisfactory  is  not 
cleansed  within  a  reasonable  period,  or  if  the  child  is  a  persistent 
offender,  the  nurse  reports  the  case  to  the  Medical  Officer  for 
consideration  whether  action  should  be  taken  under  Section  54  of 
the  Education  Act,  1944,  under  which  the  Medical  Officer  may 
cause  a  Cleansing  Notice  to  be  served  on  the  parents  requiring 
them  to  cleanse  the  child’s  person  and  clothing  within  72  hours. 
If  the  child  is  not  satisfactorily  cleansed  within  the  time  specified 
the  Medical  Officer  may  issue  a  Cleansing  Order  authorising  the 
nurse  to  convey  the  child  to  the  Municipal  Cleansing  Station  at 
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(he  Aikin  Street  Isolation  Hospital  where  the  necessary  cleansing 
and  disinfestation  will  be  carried  out.  Under  the  terms  of  this  section 
of  the  Act  legal  proceedings  may  be  taken  against  the  parent  of 
any  child  who,  having  once  been  cleansed  at  the  Cleansing  Station, 
is  again  found  to  be  in  a  foul  condition  or  infested  with  vermin 
at  any  time  whilst  in  attendance  at  a  school  maintained  by  the 
Authority. 


The  procedure  outlined  above  was  brought  into  operation  in 
November,  1947,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  Table  V  (page  35)  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  not  been  found  necessary  to  issue 
Cleansing  Notices  or  Cleansing  Orders. 


The  nurses  carried  out  36,916  cleansing  inspections  during  the 
year  and  1,581  children  were  found  to  be  in  a  more  or  less  unclean 
condition.  In  156  cases  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  children  from 
attendance  at  school  until  such  time  as  they  had  been  cleansed. 


A  hair  lotion  is  obtainable  from  the  School  Clinic  free  of  charge 
with  full  instructions  for  cleansing  of  infested  heads,  and  every 
assistance  and  advice  is  given  to  the  parents. 


(g)  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Speech 

In  conjunction  with  the  Chester  Local  Education  Authority, 
a  Speech  Therapist,  Miss  i.  W.  Hastings,  was  appointed  on  the 
1st- September,  1947,  to  serve  three  days  per  week  in  Warrington 
and  two  days  per  week  in  Chester,  and  a  room  at  the  Arplcy  Street 
School  was  converted  for  use  as  a  Speech  Clinic. 


The  Speech  Therapist  commenced  by  visiting  all  the  schools 
and  establishing  a  personal  contact  with  the  Head  Teachers,  follow¬ 
ing  which  all  children  who  had  been  noted  by  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  as  being  in  need  of  speech  therapy  were  called  to 
attend  the  clinic  and  case-histories  were  prepared.  Meanwhile, 
steps  were  taken  to  obtain  equipment  for  the  clinic  as  quickly  as 
possible  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  clinic  was  firmly  established. 
Parents  appear  to  be  appreciative  of  this  new  service  and  in  the  large 
majority  of  cases  the  co-operation  of  the  parents,  so  essential  to 
the  success  of  this  work,  has  been  ensured. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  number  of  cases  and  the  appointments 


made  follows: 

Number  of  cases  referred  for  treatment  ....  .  122 

Number  of  appointments  made  ...  ...  ....  138 

Number  of  cases  examined  and  case-histories  prepared .  92 

Number  of  attendances  recorded  .  .  101 


With  the  exception  of  stammerers  and  cases  of  killing,  treatment 
has  been  given  to  all  cases  at  the  first  interview  and  written  instruc¬ 
tions  issued  on  exercises  to  be  carried  out  at  home. 


A  case  of  cleft  palate  who  had  been  attending  at  the  Manchester 
Children's  Hospital  has  been  given  regular  treatment  so  that  there 
should  be  no  gap  between  ceasing  treatment  at  Manchester  and 
starting  treatment  at  the  school  clinic. 


Page  Twenty-three 


' 


. 


The  distribution  according  to  type  of 
registered  at  the  clinic  is  given  below. 

Dyslalia  ....  ....  . 

Chronic  mouth-breathing  and  dyslalia 

Chronic  mouth-breathing  . 

Sigmatismus  . 

Cleft  palate 

Lading  ....  . .  . . 

Hyperrhinophonia  . 

Stammering  . 


(/;)  Tuberculosis 

All  children  suffering  from  or  suspected  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  arc  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  The 
following  examinations  were  made  in  1947: 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Cases 

Examinations 

Tuberculosis  of  lungs 

7 

26 

„  „  glands 

...:  10 

17 

,,  ,,  bones  and  joints 

7 

9 

„  „  skin  . 

i 

1 

Suspected  eases  and  contacts 

77 

138 

Totals  . 

102 

191 

Fourteen  children  of  school  age 

received  in* 

•patient  treatment 

during  the  year  at  the  hospitals 

Warrington 

Sanatorium 

Hcffcrston 

Grange 

Tuberculosis  of — 

c. 

listed  below: 

Warrington 

General 

Hospital 

Lcasovve 

Hospital 

Total 

Bones  and  joints 

- 

1 

5 

6 

Glands 

3 

— 

3 

Lungs  . 

3 

2 

— 

5 

Totals 

3 

6 

5 

14 

defect  of  the  92  eases 


35 

8 


3 

6 

•y 

31 


Five  children  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  bones  and  joints 
made  45  attendances  at  the  out-patient  clinic  at  the  Warrington 
General  Hospital. 


The  actual  incidence  of  tuberculosis  among  the  school  children 
of  the  town  as  known  to  us  on  the  31st  December,  1947,  was  as 
follows: 


Attending  School 

Not  Attending  School 

* 

Males  Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of — • 

Lungs  ‘  .... 

.  1  ,1 

4 

2 

8 

Glands 

5  5 

- 

— 

10 

Bones  and  joints  ... 

2 

3 

2 

7 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

7  8 

7  : 

4 

26 
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One  hundred  and  eight  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  at  the  X-ray  Department,  Warrington  General 
Hospital. 


8.  Infectious  Diseases 

The  measures  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  regular  visitation  of 
the  schools  by  the  school  nurses  assists  this  work  considerably. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  occurring  among  school  children  during -1947: 


Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  cough 

Pneumonia  . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Pu  1  mo  na ry  t  u  be  re  u  los  is 
Other  tubercular  diseases 


36 

2 

117 

9 

5 

6 
5 
3 


Total  .... 


183.  * 


A  statement  of  the  number  of  children  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officers  as  to  freedom  from  infection  is  given  below: 


Scarlet  fever  convalescents 
Scarlet  fever  contacts  ..  . 
Diphtheria  convalescents 
Diphtheria  contacts 

Total  . 


34 

40 

4 


89 


\ 

The  following  is  a  list  showing  the  causes  of  death  among 
children  of  school  age  during  1947: 

Oastro-enteritis  ... .  1 

Convulsions  .  .  ....  I 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  ....  I  . 

Accidents  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Total . .  .  6 


Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria 

Alter  the  summer  vacation  an  extensive  immunisation  campaign 
was  commenced  with  a  view  to  securing  the  protection  of  every 
school  child  against  diphtheria.  More  than  12,000  circulars  were 
distributed  in  the  schools  and  the  response  was  excellent. 

Immunisation  sessions  were  started  in  the  schools  in  November, 
1  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  593  children  who  had  been  protected* 
j  previously  were  re-immunised,  and  first  injections  had  been  given 
to  147  others. 
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The  work  is  still  being  carried  on  but  so  great  has  been  the 
response  that  it  is  estimated  that  five  or  six  months  must  elapse 
before  the  project  will  be  completed. 

9.  Provision  of  Milk  and  Meals 


I  wish  to  thank  the  Chief  Education  Officer  for  the  following 
information  concerning  the  supply  of  milk  and  meals  in  schools. 

{a)  Milk. — The  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distribution 
of  milk  in  schools  continued  in  operation  as  in  the  previous  year, 
one-third  of  a  pint  of  milk  being  made  available  to  each  pupil 
daily,  free  of  charge. 


Children  absent  from  school  because  of  illness  arc  not  deprived 
of  their  milk;  provided  satisfactory  arrangements  are  made  by  the 
parents  for  the  collection  of  the  milk  from  school  such  children  may 
continue  to  receive  their  daily  ration  of  milk  at  home. 


In  July,  1947,  the  Ministry  of  Education  issued  regulations 
authorising  the  supply  of  one  pint  of  milk  daily  at  a  reduced  price 
to  all  children  between  5  and  16  years  who,  by  reason  of  disability 
of  mind  or  body,  are  unable  to  attend  school.  Parents  attend  at 
the  local  food  office  and  complete  forms  of  application  which  arc 
then  passed  to  the  Education  Office..  Arrangements  are  then  made 
for  the  children  to  be  examined  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  who  sign  the  necessary  certificates.  » 


(/>)  Meals. — During  the  year  the  Education  Committee  took 
over  as  a  school  kitchen  the  Walton  Mall  Cooking  Depot,  pre¬ 
viously  a  Ministry  of  Food  Cooking  Depot,  and  the  Committee 
now  has  five  school  kitchens  supplying  meals  io  schools. 

•  *  4 
Midday  meals  are  served  in  all  the  schools.  The  charge  is  5d. 

per  day,  but  free  meals  are  supplied  to  children  of  parents  whose 

income  is  within  the  Committee’s  scale. 


There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  school  meals,  and  the 
number  of  meals  supplied  daily,  which  has  shown  a  gradual  increase 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme  in  1941,  continued  to  rise  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  showing  the  number  of  meals 
supplied  on  a  single  day  in  October,  1947,  with  comparative  figures 
for  the  three  previous  years. 


Date 

i 

No.  of 
pupils  in 
attendance 

Received 

free 

meals 

. 

Received 
meals  for 
payment 

total 

Percentage 
of  pupils 
receiving 
meals 

October,  1947 

1 1 948 

697 

3964 

4661 

39.00 

October,  1946 

11325 

806 

2940 

3746 

33.10 

October,  1945 

10889 

673 

2343 

3016 

27.70 

October,  1944 

10793 

673 

2068 

2741 

25.40 

. 
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10.  Open-Air  Education 

There  are  four  schools  of  the  semi-open-air  type,  which  are 
particularly  well  ventilated  and  lighted  and  capable  of  being  thrown 
open  on  two  sides.  They  are  well  provided  with  playing  space  and 
their  favourable  environment  should  be  of  assistance  in  promoting 
the  health  of  the  scholars. 

In  the  older  schools  when  circumstances  permit,  playground 
classes  arc  organised  as  there  are  no  class-rooms  of  an  open-air 
type  in.  them. 


11.  Physical  Training 

1  have  to  thank  the  Chief  Education  Officer  for  the  following 
remarks  on  the  facilities  available  for  physical  training  among  the 
school  children  of  the  town: 


“Despite  the  many  difficulties  of  the  times,  including  shortages  of  equip¬ 
ment  and  the  lack  of  adequate  playing  spaces  in  many  instances,  a  wide 
range  of  physical  activities  is  covered  in  the  Warrington  schools. 

The  Authority's  Organisers  of  Physical  Education  visit  the  schools 
regularly  and  give  help  and  advice  to  teachers  whenever  necessary.  In  addi¬ 
tion.  courses  arc  arranged  for  teachers  from  time  to  time  and  in  recent  months 
we  have  had  a  specialised  course  for  infant  teachers,  hockey  and  athletic 
coaching  demonstrations,  a  lawn  tennis  coaching  course,  folk-dancing 
classes,  and  classes  in  boxing  instruction.  As  a  result  of  the  latter  the  Warring- 
ion  Teachers’  Association  Sports  Committee  were  able  to  organise  a  very 
fine  schoolboys'  boxing  tournament  in  the  Borough  Gymnasium  recently. 
The  schools,  led  by  an  active  Teachers’  Athletic  Association,  take  part  in 
all  forms  of  inter-school  and  inter-town  competitions,  and  it  may  rightly  be 
claimed  that  the  town  is  becoming  well  known  in  Lancashire  as  a  healthy 
centre  of  physical  activities. 


Since  the  appointment  of  full-time  swimming  instructors  and  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  winter  swimming,  this  important  activity  lias  become  very  popular 
in  the  Warrington  schools.  During  the  winter  session  recently  ended,  the 
average  weekly  attendance  at  the  Baths  was  between  1,000  and  1,200,  and 
in  addition  to  the  certificates  of  merit  awarded  by  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  to  pupils,  no  less  than  246  awards  were  made  to  Warrington  school 
children  by  the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society. 


The  administration  and  conduct  of  classes  at  the  Borough  Gymnasium 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Organisers  of  Physical  Education.  A  very  extensive 
programme  of  activities  is  arranged  throughout  the  year;  the  premises  are 
utilised  each  evening  for  physical  recreative  activities  of  all  kinds  and 
during  the  day-time  by  the  High  School  for  Girls  both  as  a  gymnasium  and 
as  an  assembly  hall.  Regarding  the  evening  activities,  it  is  estimated  that 
between  350  and  400  young  people  of  varying  ages  attended  the  Gymnasium 
weekly,  whilst  in  addition  many  youth  organisations  during  the  year  avail 
themselves  of  the  assistance  offered  by  the  Youth  Committee  in  the  way  of 
instructors  for  P.T.  classes.  Some  12  classes  were  held  weekly  during  this 
period  at  many  centres  throughout  the  town. 


We  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  extremely  healthy  position  of 
physical  education  in  the  town  at  the  present  time.  We  are  endeavouring 
to  remedy  any  deficiencies  which  may  still  exist,  and  to  this  end  are  following 
a  gradual  process  of  building  up  a  full  range  of  portable  apparatus  for  all 
secondary  schools  in  the  area,  whilst  the  Committee  have  for  some  time  past 
been  following  a  long-term  policy  of  modernisation  at  the  Borough  Gymna¬ 
sium,  the  premises  now  being  extremely  well  equipped  and  possessing  the 
most  modern  conveniences.” 
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12.  Co-operation  of  Private  Practitioners,  Parents,  Teachers  and 
School  Attendance  Officers 

(a)  General  Practitioners.—Wc  are  greatly  indebted  to  the 
private  doctois  in  the  town  ior  inc  cordial  manner  in  which  they 
co-operate  with  us. 


Whenever  circumstances  warrant  such  a  course  we  refer  cases 
to  the  family  doctor  for  treatment,  and  the  doctors  do  not  hesitate 
to  make  use  of  the  facilities  for  treatment  offered  b\  the  School 
ffteaUi  for. vise. 


(h)  Parents. — Parents  are  encouraged  to  attend  on  all  occasions 
when  children  are  being  examined  or  treated,  and  in  the  large 
majority  of  cases  they  comply  readily  with  suggestions  made  for  the 
welfare  of  their  children. 

Of  the  3,401  examinations  at  periodic  medical  inspections, 
parents  were  present  in  1,787  cases  (52.5%).  At  the  special  examina¬ 
tions  at  the  school  clinic  and  at  the  various  treatment  clinics  more 
than  90%  of  the  parents  attend. 

(c)  Teachers. — The  success  of  the  School  Health  Service 
depends  to  a  great  extent  on  the  help  given  by  the  teachers  who 
co-operate  both  willingly  and  generously  at  medical  inspections, 
immunisation  sessions,  etc.,  and  use  their  influence  with  children 
and  parents  to  ensure  that  recommendations  made  for  treatment 
are  duly  carried  out. 

(cl)  School  Attendance  Officers.— The  School  Attendance 
Officers  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Service  in  many  ways. 
They  provide  a  constant  source  of  information,  impress  on  dilatory 
parents  the  necessity  of  seeking  treatment  for  their  children  where 
required,  and  assist  materially  in  the  following  up  of  cases  where 
treatment  has  been  advised. 


13.  Handicapped  Pupils 


The  following  handicapped  pupils  were  receiving  special  educa¬ 
tional  treatment  in  recognised  special  schools  on  the  31st  December, 


1947: 


Blind  . 

Partially-sighted 

Deaf  . 

Delicate  .... 

Educationally  sub-normal 
Epileptic 
Maladjusted 
Physically  handicapped 


3 
9 

4 
4 
6 


2 


Complete  ascertainment  of  all  types  of  handicapped  pupils  has 
not  yet  been  achieved  owing  to  shortage  of  staff  and  the  length  of 
time  required  for  each  examination,  but  a  number  of  children  in 
addition  to  those  listed  above  have  been  ascertained  and  are  awaiting 
admission  to  special  schools  when  vacancies  can  be  obtained. 
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14.  Training  of  Disabled  Persons 

« 

At  the  age  of  16  years  blind  children  are  transferred  to  institu¬ 
tions  for  training.  Before  this  is  done,  the  local  Society  for  the  Blind 
is  consulted  as  to  the  occupation  which  is  likely  to  be  most  suitable 
for  the  student,  from  the  point  of  view  of  employment  in  the  future. 

During  1947  there  were  two  persons  in  training  in  institutions 
for  the  blind. 

There  are  no  deaf,  epileptic  or  other  handicapped  pupils  in 
training. 

There  is  co-operation  with  the  local  Deaf  and  Dumb  Society 
and  the  Northern  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  the  services 
of  the  Education  Committee’s  Choice  of  Employment  department 
are  used  in  finding  suitable  employment  for  deaf  children  when  they 
leave  school. 

The  Local  Authority  does  not  maintain  any  training  courses  of 
its  own. 


15.  Nursery  Classes 

Children  in  attendance  at  the  Nursery  Classes  are  submitted  to 
periodic  medical  inspection  each  year.  Details  of  the  inspections  are 
included  under  the  heading  “Other  Periodic  Inspections”  in  Table 
I  (a)  on  page  31,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  360  examinations 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  1947.  Table  1  (b)  shows  that  of  the 
360  children  examined,  41  were  found  to  require  treatment. 


All  the  facilities  of  the  School  Health  Service  are  available  to 
nursery  children  and  for  the  purposes  of  treatment  they  arc  dealt 
with  in  the  same  way  as  pupils  attending  the  ordinary  schools. 
Particulars  of  treatment  given  are  included  in  the  various  treatment 
tables  in  this  report. 

The  school  nurses  visit  the  nursery  classes  when  carrying  out 
inspections  in  the  infants’  schools  and  details  are  included  in  the 
tables  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  school  nurses. 


16.  Health  Education 

A  large  amount  of  health  teaching  goes  on  daily  in  our  schools 
and  the  handbook  of  the  Board  of  Education  on  “Suggestions  on 
Health  Education”  is  in  general  use. 

Education  in  matters  of  health  is  continually  being  given  by 
teachers  in  the  schools,  and  school  nurses  consistently  add  their 
contribution  during  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Up-to-date  literature  supplied  by  the  Health  and  Cleanliness 
Council  and  the  Dental  Board  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  freely 
distributed. 
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17.  Special  Inquiries 

There  have  been  no  special  inquiries  during  the  year  under  review. 


IS.  Employment  of  Children 

All  children  who  register  for  employment  out  of  school  hours 
arc  examined  by  a  medical  officer  who  certifies  their  fitness  or  other¬ 
wise  for  the  employment  undertaken.  During  the  year  1947,  77  such 
examinations  were  made. 


On  the  31st  December,  1947,  124  children  were  registered  for 
employment.  S  he  following  is  a  summary  of  the  occupations: 


Delivery  of  newspapers 
Delivery  of  milk 

Drapers’  and  outfitters’  errands  .... 
Butchers’  errands 

Fruiterers’  and  greengrocers’  errands 
Other  tradesmen’s  errands . 


Boys  Girls 
100 

5  2 

?  —  - 

5 

8  • 

1  1 


Totals 


121 


3 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  . 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1947 


Table  l 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 

%>  V 

A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups: 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants:  Age  3  . . 

10 

7 

17 

Age  4  ....  . 

....  126 

121 

247 

Age  5  . 

399 

402 

801 

Age  6  . 

....  245 

229 

474 

Age  7  . 

99 

104 

203 

Age  8  . 

J  2 

9 

21 

Age  9  . 

1 

1 

2 

Age  10  .... 

_  — 

1 

T 

Total 

....  892 

874 

!  766 

Second  Age  Group:  Age  10 

....  563 

540 

i  103 

Third  Age  Group:  Age  15 

75 

90 

165 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

....  1530 

1 504 

3034 

Other  Periodic  Inspections: 

* 

Partialiv-Sighted  Class 

■  3 

4 

7 

Nursery  Classes 

189 

171 

360 

Grand  total 

.  1722 

1 679 

3401 

B. — Other  I  inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  .  ....  1177 

Number  of  Rc-Inspections  .  621 

Total  .  1798 


C. — Pupies  Found  to  Require  Treatment 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Plriodic  .Mfdical  Inspection  to 

Requirf  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  infestation  with  Vermin). 

NOTES. — (1)  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require  treatment 
for  a  defect  are  not  excluded  from  this  return  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  they  arc  already  under  treatment  for  that  defect. 

(2)  No  individual  pupil  is  recorded  more  than  once  in  any  column  of 
this  Table,  and  therefore  the  total  in  column  (4)  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  the  same  as  the  sum  of  columns  (2)  and  (3) 


Tor  defective 

For  any  of  the 

vision 

other  conditions 

Total 

Group 

(excluding 

recorded  in 

individual 

squint) 

Table  II A 

pupils 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Entrants 

3 

198 

201 

Second  Age  Group 

86 

/  _  _ 

75 

156 

Third  Age  Group 

8 

3 

1  1 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

97 

276 

368 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

- 

41 

41 

Grand  total 

97 

317 

409 
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Table  II 


A. — Return  of  Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 

Year  Ended  31st  December,  1947 


NOTE. — All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  arc 
included  in  this  return,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before 
the  date  of  the  inspection. 


Defect 

Code 

No. 

j 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  defects' 

No.  of  defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion,  but 
not 

requiring 

treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion.  but 
not 

requiring 

treatment 

(5) 

4 

Skin  . 

32 

3 

2 

5 

Eves— -(a)  Vision 

97 

4 

74<: 

I 

(b)  Squint . 

28 

4 

152 

1 

(c)  Other  . 

10 

1 

9 

1 

6 

Ears — (a)  Hearing  . 

1 

6 

2 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

2 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  . 

16 

4 

n 

7 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

155 

1  18 

331 

22 

8 

Speech  . 

42 

1 

79 

3 

0 

Cervical  Glands  . 

— 

4, 

■— 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

24 

_ 

5 

!  1 

Lungs  . 

— 

29 

l 

10 

12 

Developmental — 

• 

(a)  Hernia . 

1 

— 

(b)  Other  . . 

— 

1 

2 

13 

Orthopaedic  — 

(a)  Posture  . 

4 

7 

9 

1 

(b)  Flat  foot . 

16 

18 

39 

1 

(c)  Other  . 

21 

35 

68 

3 

14 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy . 

- 

2 

3 

(b)  Other  . 

— 

8 

3 

15 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

- 

19 

3 

(b)  Stability  . 

- 

- 

5 

1 

16 

Other . v . 

6 

9 

3 
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B.' — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Age  Groups 


% 

Age  Groups 

No.  of 
pupils 
inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col .  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants  . 

1766 

514 

29. 1 1 

1209 

68.46 

43 

2.43 

Second  Age  Group . 

1103 

64 

5.80 

1009 

91.48 

30 

2.72 

Third  Age  Group  . 

Other  Periodic 

165 

14 

8.48 

151 

91.52 

~ 

— 

Inspections  . 

367 

30 

8.17 

335 

91.28 

2 

0.55 

Total . 

3401 

622 

1  18.29 

! 

2704 

79.51 

* 

75 

2.20 

Table  III 
Treatment  Tables 

NOTES 

(>/)  The  Tables  deal  with  all  defects  during  the  year,  however  they  were 
brought  to  the  Authority's  notice,  i.c,,  whether  by  periodic  inspection,  special 
inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or  previously. 

(b)  Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  distinguishing  between  cases  treated  under 
the  Authority’s  schemes  and  those  treated  otherwise,  the  treatment  tables 
(excluding  dental)  include  all  cases  known  to  have  received  treatment,  whether 
at  the  Authority’s  own  clinics  or  elsewhere. 


(a) 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments 

(excluding  unclean  lincs's,  for  which  see  Table  V) 

ti  •_  -  „ .  * 

No.  of  Defects 
treated,  or  under 


Skin —  treatment  during 

Ringworm — Scalp:  the  year 

ti)  X-ray  treatment  ....  .  1 

(ii)  Other  treatment  . .  1 

Ringworm1— Body  ....  ....  ;  ....  ....  ....  2 

Scabies  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  193 

Impetigo  ....  ....  .  ....  .  176 

Other  skin  diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  42 

Eyi  Disi  asi  (external  and  other,  but  excluding  errors 
of  refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to 
hospital)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  53 

Ear  Detects  (treatment  for  serious  diseases  of  the 
ear  (e.g.,  operative  treatment  in  hospital)  are  not 
recorded  here  but  in  the  body. of  the  Report)  ....  87 

Misceu  aneous  (e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 

chilblains,  etc.)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  467 


Total 


1022 


(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  minor  ailments  clinics  2789 
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Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

(excluding  eye  disease  treated  as  minor  ailments — Group  1) 

No.  of 
defects 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  .  506 

Other  defects  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those  recorded  in 


Group  I)  .  ....  . 

.  Total 

.  508 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  (a)  Prescribed  . 

(b)  Obtained 

.  ,  274 
.  303 

Group  lit. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

Total  No. 
treated 


Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ....  . 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ....  . 

288 

17 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  . 

21 

Total  ....  . 

..  326 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools  ....  28 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in  clinics  or  out-patient  departments  21 1 


Group  V.— Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech 

i  Therapy 

No.  of  pupils  treated  (a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements 

13 

94 

* 
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Table  IV 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

(I  )  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officer 
(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups:  Age  3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
1  1 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


Total 


( b)  Specials  . 

(c)  Total  (Periodic  and  Specials) 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  (a)  inspection 

(b)  treatment 


Total  (a)  and  (b) 


(6)  Fillings: 


Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 


Total 


(7)  Extractions: 


Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 


Total 


(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

(9)  Other  operations  (a)  permanent  teeth 

(b)  temporary  teeth . 

'  Total  (a)  and  (b) 


5 

100 

521 

1066 

1191 

1157 

1255 

1244 

1237 

1205 

1274 

895 

168 

75 

40 

10 

1 1443 


505 
1 1948 


8080 

3893 

4975 

121 

814 

935 

1376 

1379 

868 

4402 

5270 

3501 

409 

4 

413 


Table  V 

Infestation  with  Vermin 

All  eases  of  infestation,  however  slight,  arc  recorded. 

The  return  relates  to  individual  pupils  and  not  to  instances  of 
infestation. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ....  ....  ....  36916 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ....  1581 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  nil 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  nil 
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Statement  of  the  Number  of  Children  Notified  by 
the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental 
Deficiency  Authority  during  the  Educational  Year 

1946-47 


Boys  Girls 

Notified  under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ....  2  3 

Notified  under  Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  .... '  -  1 


Statement  of  the  Cost  of  the  School  Health  Service 

Rateable  value.  1st  April,  1947  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £460,565 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate,  1947-48  .  £1,813 

Total  estimated  expenditure  on  Education,  1947-48  ...,  ....  £376,229 

Total  estimated  cost  of  Special  Services  for  Education,  i.e.,  school 

health,  blind,  deaf  schools,  etc.,  1947-48  .  ....  £16,758 

Total  estimated  net  cost  of  School  Health  Services  ....  ....  £16.673 

Net  cost  on  the  rates  of  School  Health  Services  ....  ....  ....  £6,855 

Cost  per  head  of  children  on  school  roll  ....  ....  ....  27s.  Id.  gross 

1  Is.  Id.  net 
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